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Industry sees strongest permitting reform push

Bipartisan bill streamlines energy project reviews

Election outcome may determine legislative fate

US natural gas industry participants said Oct. 15 that a bipartisan permitting reform proposal represents the
best opportunity in years for meaningful changes to federal project reviews, but cautioned that the November
midterm elections could influence whether Congress advances the measure during a post-election lame-duck
session.

Speaking at the Gulf Coast LDC Forum in New Orleans, panelists said the legislation has attracted

support from multiple segments of the energy industry because it includes provisions affecting gas pipelines,

LNG export facilities, electric transmission projects and other infrastructure.

"This is as close as I think we've been to actually seeing meaningful permitting reform passed in the last 10
years, maybe 15 years," Charlie Riedl, executive director of the Center for LNG, said.

The proposed legislation would streamline reviews for some projects and address permitting and litigation
issues that developers have long argued slow the construction of major energy infrastructure.

But Riedl said it remains unclear whether lawmakers would remain willing to advance the legislation if control
of the House changes after the election.

"The question is, do House Democrats, if they take control of the House, want to give the Trump administration
a win on permitting reform in the final two years of a lame-duck of his presidency?" Riedl said.

Dean Ellis, vice president of regulatory affairs for gas and power trading Americas at BP, said permitting
reform, affordability and infrastructure are likely to remain policy priorities regardless of the election
outcome.

"On the permitting bill, the Senate already has a pathway," Ellis said, describing permitting reform as the No. 1
issue for the industry in the midterms.

Speakers said affordability has become one of the strongest political arguments supporting permitting reform,
helping build support across different parts of the energy sector.

James Fowler, manager of LNG analytics at Sempra Infrastructure, noted measures by the administration
supporting the development of pipeline and LNG infrastructure and said locking those gains in is important to
provide long-term certainty for developers.

“This permitting reform that is proposed currently is a very strong step,” Fowler said.
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